
Water Quality Data Table 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of contaminants in water provided by public water 
systems, The table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report Although many more 
contaminants were tested, only those substances listed below were found in your water. All sources of drinking water contain some naturally occurring 
contaminants. At low levels, these substances are generally not harmful in our drinking water. Removing all contaminants would be extremely expensive, and 
in most cases, would not provide increased protection of public heaJIh. A few naturally occurring minerals may actually improve the taste of drinking water 
and have nutritional value at low levels. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is from testing done in the calendar year of the report. The EPA 
or the State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not vary significantly 
from year to year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to this type of contamination. As such, some of our data, though representative, may be more than 
one year old. In this table you will find terms and abbreviations that might not be familiar to you. To help you better understand these tenns, we have provided 
thp. clp.finitirlO~ hp.lnw rhp, I'flhlp, 
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Haloacetic Acids 
NA 60 2,903 ND 2,903 2010 No By~product of drinking water chlorination 

(HAAS) (ppb) 

TTHMs [Total 
TrihalomethancsJ NA 80 9,77 1.2 9,77 2010 No By~product of drinking water disinfection 
(Ppb) 

Inorganic.€:;ontaminants ' .. ' .. ' '. .' .......•........ . •......... · .......•.......... . .... ." . ." 
. .... ' 

Arsenic (ppb) 0 10 6,9 ND 6.9 2009 No 
Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff from orchards; 

Runoff from glass and electronics prod uction wastes 

Barium (ppm) 2 2 0.16 ND 0.16 2008 No 
Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from metal 

refineries; Erosion of natural deposits 

Chromium (ppb) 100 100 11.26 2.3 11.26 2008 No 
Discharge from steel and pulp mills; Erosion of natural 

deposits 

Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive which 
Fluoride (ppm) 4 4 3.6 3.1 3,6 2009 No promotes strong teeth; Discharge from fertilizer and 

aluminum factories 

Nitrate [mea~ured as 
10 10 I 0.35 I 2010 No 

Runoff from feltilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, 
Nitrogen] (ppm) sewage; Erosion of natural deposits 

. 

Selenium (ppb) 50 50 8,82 ND 8,85 2008 No 
Discharge from petroleum and metal refineries; Erosion 

of natural deposits; Discharge from mines 
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Radium (combined 

0 5 0,5 ND 05 2010 No Erosion of natural deposits 
26/228) (pCiIL) 

Uranium (ugIL) 0 30 77 5 94 2010 Yes Erosion of natural deposits 
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Copper - action level 

Corrosion of household plumbing systems; Erosion of 
at consumer taps L3 1.3 0,]7 2010 0 No 
(ppm) 

natural deposits 

Lead - action level at 
0 IS 2.97 2010 0 No 

Con-osion of household plumbing systems; Erosion of 
~onsumertaps(ppb) natural deposits 
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Spanish (Espanol) 
Este informe contiene informacion muy importante 
sobre la calidad de su agua potable. Por favor lea este 
informe 0 comuniquese con alguien que pueda tra
ducir la informacion. 

Is my water safe? 
We are pleased to present this year's Annual Water 
Quality Report (Consumer Confidence Report) as re
quired by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). This 
report is designed to provide details about where your 
water comes from, what it contains, and how it com
pares to standards set by regulatory agencies. This 
report is a snapshot of last year's water quality. We 
are committed to providing you with information be
cause informed customers are our best allies. Last 
year, we conducted tests for over 80 contaminants. 
We only detected 12 of those contaminants, and found 
only 1 at a level higher than the EPA allows. As we 
informed you at the time, our water temporarily ex
ceeded drinking water standards. (For more informa
tion see the section labeled Violations at the end of the 
report.) 

Do I need to take special precautions? 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants 
in drinking water than the general population. Immuno
compromised persons such as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have under
gone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants 
can be particularly at risk from infections. These peo
ple should seek advice about drinking water from their 
health care providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Con
trol (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen 
the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other mi
crobial contaminants are available from the Safe Water 
Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791). 

Where does my water come from? 
The City of Espanola uses four ground water wells 
which are as follows: 

Well # 1 Located on Santa Clara Peak Road. 
Well # 2 Located Espanola Industrial Park. 

Well # 3 Located at the Espanola Industrial Park. 
Well # 8 Located off North Prince Drive at the Prince/ 
Carter Ranch. 

Source water assessment and its availability 
In 2002 the New Mexico Environment Department 
(NMED) conducted a Source Water Assessment to 
determine how susceptible each well is to contamina
tion, based on aspects such as construction methods, 
geology, and proximity to contamination sites. Wells 
near known contamination sites are ranked highly sus
ceptible to contamination. Potential sources of con
tamination include businesses that use hazardous 
chemicals such as automotive repair shops, gas sta
tions, dry cleaners, paint and hardware stores, car 
washes, construction sites, golf courses, interstate 
highways and City streets, military facilities, sewer 
lines and septic tanks, and unlined arroyos, ditches, 
and drainage canals. 

To request a copy of the Source Water Assessment for 
our water system, contact NMED Drinking Water Bu
reau at (505) 476-8620. 

Why are there contaminants in my drinking water? 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasona
bly be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants 
does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health 
risk. More information about contaminants and poten
tial health effects can be obtained by calling the Envi
ronmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and 
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over 
the surface of the land or through the ground, it dis
solves naturally occurring minerals and, in some 
cases, radioactive material, and can pick up sub
stances resulting from the presence of animals or from 
human activity: 
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, 
that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; 
inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, 
which can be naturally occurring or result from urban 
storm water runoff, industrial, or domestic wastewater 
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming; 
pesticides and herbiCides, which may come from a 

variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm 
water runoff, and residential uses; organic Chemical 
Contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic 
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial proc
esses and petroleum production, and can also come 
from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic 
systems; and radioactive contaminants, which can be 
naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas pro
duction and mining activities. In order to ensure that 
tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations 
that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water 
provided by public water systems. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for 
contaminants in bottled water which must provide the 
same protection for public health. 

How can I get involved? 
The City of Espanola has a Public Works meeting on 
the first Tuesday of every month. The location is at 
City Hall Council Chambers located at 405 North 
Paseo De Onate. 

Additional Information for Lead 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious 
health problems, especially for pregnant women and 
young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from 
materials and components associated with service 
lines and home plumbing. City of Espanola is responsi
ble for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot 
control the variety of materials used in plumbing com
ponents. When your water has been sitting for several 
hours, you can minimize the potential for lead expo
sure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes 
before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are 
concemed about lead in your water, you may wish to 
have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking 
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to 
minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

Additional Information for Arsenic 
While your drinking water meets EPA's standard for 
arsenic, it does contain low levels of arsenic. EPA's 
standard balances the current understanding of arse
nic's possible health effects against the costs of re
moving arsenic from drinking water. EPA continues to 
research the health effects of low levels of arsenic 
which is a mineral known to cause cancer in humans 
at high concentrations and is linked to other health 
effects such as skin damage and Circulatory problems. 



Unit Descriptions 

ugIL ug/L : Number of micrograms of substance in one liter of water 

ppm ppm: parts per million, or milligrams per liter (mglL) 

ppb ppb: parts per billion, or micrograms per liter (!!glL) 

pCiIL pCilL: picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity) 

NA NA: not applicable 

ND ND: Not detected 

NR NR: Monitoring not required, but recommended. 

Important Drinking Water Definitions 

Term Definition 

MCLG MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a contaminant in 
drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

MCL MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using 
the best available treatment technology. 

TT TT: Treatment Technique: A required process intended to reduce the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water. 

AL AL: Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, trig-
gers treatment or other requirements which a water system mllst follow. 

Variances and Exemptions Variances and Exemptions: State or EPA permission not to meet an MeL or a 
treatment technique under certain conditions. 

MRDLG MRDLG: Maximum residual disinfection level goal. The level of a drinking 
water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control micro-
bial contaminants. 

MRDL MRDL: Maximum residual disinfectant level. The highest level of a disinfectant 
allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disin-
fectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

MNR MNR: Monitored Not Regulated 

MPL MPL: State Assigned Maximum Permissible Level 
.. . .. -

, 

Violation and Exceedances 
Uranium 

Some people who drink water containing uranium in 
excess of the MCL (30 uglL) over many years may 
have increased risk of getting cancer and kidney 
toxicity From January 2010 to August 2010 the City 
of Espanola used wells #5, and 6 which have natural 
Radioactive contaminants. The City of Espanola 
disconnected both wells # 5, and 6 from the distribu
tion system. Representatives from the New Mexico 
Drinking Water Bureau verified that the said wells 
are not in operation. 

For more information please contact: 

Contact Name: MARVIN R. MARTINEZ or 
Stephanie Romero 

Address: 405 NORTH PAS EO DE ONATE 
ESPANOLA, NM 87532 
Phone: (505) 747-6093 

Fax: (505)753-6885 
E-Mail: mmartinez@espanolanm.govor 

sromero@espanolanm.gov 



Water Conservation Tips 
Water conservation measures not only save the 
supply of our water source, but can also cut the 
cost of the energy costs at the treatment facility 
associated with pumping, and also chemical costs 
for processing of the water. There are a number 
of measures you as the water consumer can do to 
conserve on water usage. 

Conservation measures you 
Can use inside your home include: 

I. Fixing leaking faucets, pipes, toilets, etc. 
2. Installation of water-saving devices in fau

cets, toilets and appliances. Low flow fixtures 
are now the only kind produced since 1994. 
Simply replacing old fixtures with new will 
reduce water consumption by nearly one-half. 

3. Wash only full loads of laundry. 
4. Don't use the toilet for trash disposal. 
S. Take shorter showers. Do not let the water run 
while shaving, washing, brushing teeth, or clean
iug fruits and vegetables. 
6. Soak dishes before washing. Run the dish
washer only when full. 

You can conserve outdoors as well: 
I. Water the lawn and garden as little as possi

ble. If you must water, do so in the early eve
ning to morning 7:00 PM to 8 AM. 

2. Use mulch around plants and shrubs or 
choose plants that don't need much water. 

3 .. Repair leaks in faucets and hoses. Use water
saving nozzles. 

4. Use water from bucket to wash your car, and 
save the hose for rinsing. 

S. Sweep clippings and leaves from walks and 
driveways rather than using the hose. 

6. Obey any and all water bans or regulations 
(the current emergency regulation is on stage 
3). 

THE 
MOST 

IMPORTANT 
THING 

FOR 
LIFE 

City of Espanola 
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