
A., CALL TO ORDER 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2012, 6PM 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
405 N. PASEO DE OJ\rATE ESPANOLA, NM 

Mayor Alice Lucero called the meeting to order at 6:02pm. 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Lucero led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

C. MOMENT OF MEDITATION/ INVOCATION 

Councilor Valdez led the Moment of Meditation/Invocation. 

D. ROLL CALL/ DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

The following Governing Body members wefe in attendance: 

Mayor: 
Mayor Pro-Tem: 
Councilors: 

Alice A. Lucero 
Dennis Tim Salazar 
Robert Seeds 
Pedro Valdez 
Peggy Sue Martinez 
Cecilia Lujan 
Cory Lewis 
Eric Radosevich 
Elaine Herrera 

E. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Lucero commented that City Council meetings were formal and explained that it was 
customary that parliamentary procedure be followed. She requested that anyone who wished to 
speak raise their hand and wait to be recognized. She stated that everyone would appreciate the 
cooperation and respect for one another. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Salazar requested that the approval of minutes be moved from the consent 
agenda to the regular agenda. 

Councilor Lewis asked what change had been made to the agenda. Mayor Lucero stated that the 
presentation from Pablo Sedillo had been deleted. She stated that he would be set up for a 
meeting in October. 
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Councilor Seeds asked if the Ordinance could be moved up before Matters from the Mayor as 
there were members of the public in attendance specifically for that purpose. 

Councilor requested that the discussion regarding the softball fields also be moved up prior to 
Matters from the Mayor. 

Motion by Councilor Valdez to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Councilor Lewis. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

F. PuBLIC COMMENTS 

Father Terry Brennan stated that he would like to discuss a proposal regarding development at 
the Los Luceros property that involved several interested parties. He explained that they would 
like to place a drug and alcohol program for individuals ages 16-23. He added that this was 
lacking in the state. He reported that the only place for youth substance abuse treatment was 
UNM Hospital, an 8 bed facility in Las Crnces or jail. 

He stated,,t)lat the Governor had asked that the covenants be followed so that the apple trees on 
the property would be cared for. He announced that the program would range from 1-3 years 
and would not be fur court ordered individuals, but rather those looking for help. He stated that 
they were hoping to work with 15 acres and offer a type of sharecropping. He stated that there 
would be equipment on the prope1ty and there would be a food policy board to bring food to 
market. 

Father Brennan continued that the Governor also requested that the cultural heritage be 
maintained. He explained that the property encompassed the original courthouse for Rio Arriba 
County from the 1800s and the youth would be trained to give tours. He stated that they were 
considering teaming up with other museums. 

He added that there was an MOU requiring that the buildings and facilities be shared for film 
screening and workshops. Father Brennen stated that they would be able to work with them as 
there was a commercial kitchen on-site and the Atencio family would be willing to do catering. 
He stated that they were hoping to form a partnership with any and every agency in the Valley. 

Father Brennen announced that the Department of Cultural Affairs would be holding a public 
meeting. He added that he would be contacting Mayor Lucero and the Councilors for comments. 

Mayor Lucero thanked Father Brennan for his work and wished him luck. 

Councilor Valdez asked if the issue needed to be taken to the Community Services Committee. 
Mayor Lucero explained that Father Brennen was only requesting support. Councilor Valdez 
suggested that it be taken to committee if any issues with money arose. 

Councilor Martinez thanked Father Brennen for his passion for culture and community and for 
bringing hope to the people who most needed it. She asked how many beds there would be in 
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the facility. Father Brennan replied that there would be 10 spaces for males and 10 for females. 
Councilor Martinez stated that she would hope that the Council would be behind this effort and 
expressed her belief that this was the biggest issue facing the community. 

Councilor Seeds directed City Attorney Copplerto draft a copy of Father Brennan's letter on 
City letterhead. 

Ms. Angela Coyes stated that she was a resident of Carr Lane. She explained that the previous 
week, she had attended a meeting of the Planning & Zoning Commission regarding a gas station, 
mini-mart and liquor store. She stated that there were already 30 families living on their street 
which was falling apart. She reported that when Red's operated, there had always been runoff. 
She added that with the development, it would be difficult to turn left onto Riverside Drive. 

Ms. Coyes stated that they had been told there was no money to fix the potholes in the street 
She explained that while they welcomed business, a gas station was not what they were looking 
for. She stated that they did not want the development at the expense of their neighborhood. She 
added that given the situations with the road, a car could be destroyed during the winter. She 
requested that the Council not allow the business to come to town and hurt the neighborhood. 

Mayor Lucero asked if there were other members of the public in attendance that were in 
agreement with what Ms. Coy es was discussing. Ms. Coyes stated that it had come to her 
attention that the road issues would be discussed at the Public Works Conunittee meeting. 
Mayor Lucero clarified that the drainage issue would be discussed. She added that tlle developer 
would be replacing a portion of the street. She asked the resident to rest assured that the City 
was working on the issue. Mayor Lucero added that there had been a suggestion made regarding 
the earmark of GRT from the gas station for the maintenance of the street. She stated that they 
would look into the legality of that solution. 

Councilor Lewis echoed the sentiments of Mayor Lucero and recommended that the issue be 
heard by the Public Works Committee. 

Councilor Seeds asked Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo if the establishment would create a 
traffic situation. Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo replied that the issue had been heard by 
the Planning & Zoning Commission the previous month and methods for alleviating the problem 
had been discussed in detail. He explained that the best scenario was a traffic signal, however, 
this was a state highway and it was too close to the Wal-Mart intersection. He reported that what 
had been agreed to was a width increase of Carr Lane down to the residential property that Red 
owned, approximately 300-350ft. Councilor Seeds stated that it would not be an improvement to 
the bottom of the road. Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that Murphy's Oil would 
create a third lane for the traffic flow. He stated that it would not completely fix the problem, 
but would help to alleviate it. 

Councilor Seeds asked if the third lane would include the turning lane to Wal-Mart. Planning & 
Zoning Director Naranjo replied that it would not be. He announced that there would be a 
community meeting the following night for the residents oftlie area. He added that the 
developer would be going over the plans again and suggested that any interested Councilor 
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attend. Councilor Seeds stated that this would create a traffic situation as it was already a 
nightmare to get out of the Community Bank parking lot and asked if the Governing Body would 
have the opportunity to approve or disapprove the project. Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo 
answered that it would only go through the Council if the decision were appealed. Councilor 
Seeds explained that he was not one for lmning down new businesses, but he felt it was a really 
bad location. He asked why the issue would not be heard by the Governing Body. Planning & 
Zoning Director Naranjo replied that it was a commercial development review and every single 
business had to go through the same process. 

Councilor Martinez stated that she wanted to let the community know that they would be hearing 
the bridge situation on October 2"d. 

Councilor Valdez stated that the issue should be tal<en to committee and explained there. He 
explained that he felt that hearing the issue back and forth among several meetings would 
become confusing. 

Ms. Patricia Anderson stated that she was a resident of Espanola and was speaking on behalf of a 
number ofresidents on Barbie Street. She stated that there had been harassment of a vicious 
nature, through threats, pets and the destruction of property. She explained that property theft 
had put the residents in the area at risk. Chief Branch stated that he was closely monitoring the 
area. Det. Solomon Romero stated that there were persons of interest he was observing. Ms. 
Anderson stated that the residents had complete confidence in the new Chief and his officers, but 
they felt it was important for the council members to be aware of the problems as the incidents 
gave the community a bad reputation. She stated that it was a beautiful community that had 
picked itself up and was starting to shine. 

Mayor Lucero thanked Ms. Anderson for being in attendance. She requested that the issue be 
placed on the Public Safety agenda. She stated that the Chief had been proactive in establishing 
task forces and there had been a 90% arrest rate because of it. 

Ms. Anderson stated that people were having trouble sleeping at night and were scared to go out 
of their home. She stated that she had lived in Espanola for seven (7) years and their 
neighborhood was a good place with good people. She added that it was unbelievable the 
damages that a bad apple could do. Mayor Lucero suggested the addition of neighborhood watch 
program and encouraged the residents to meet with Chief Branch. 

Mayor Pro· Tem Salazar mentioned the neighborhood watch program and stated that the Public 
Safety coll1ll1ittee would hold a meeting on October l '1 at 6pm. He stated that the Chief would 
attend and they could discuss the issue at length and look for possible solutions. He stated that 
he would like to ensure the safety of residents of their neighborhood and sun·ounding areas. 

G. COUNCILOR COMMENTS 

Councilor Seeds stated that he had spoken with City Attorney Frank Coppler a while back and 
·requested that he draft a change in the way business was done as far as allowing any Councilor to 
place an item on the agenda. Councilor Seeds stated that he would hope City Attorney Coppler 
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would draft something that stated that the council could put something on the agenda regarding 
the meetings. Councilor Seeds asked what needed to be done to change the way it wa.~ written 
where any Councilman could place an item on the agenda. City Attorney Coppler stated that 
they could offer an item for the agenda during the Councilor Comment section and if there were 
a motion a11d a second that passed, it must be placed on the next agenda. Councilor Seeds asked 
if the item would be placed on the agenda if he called the City Clerk as he had been told the 
opposite. City Attomey Coppler replied that when the agenda was brought for approval, there 
would be a motion and a second to approve and there could be suggestions regarding the deletion 
ofitems or changes to the order. 

Councilor Seeds stated that he would like to propose returning to two (2) regular City Council 
meetings per month· one every other week. He stated that be believed both meetings should be 
broadcast by KDCE. City Attorney Coppler stated that what he would do is make a motion to 
have that placed on the agenda. 

Motion by Councilor Seeds to place the issue of meeting dates on the agenda. 

Mayor Lucero asked how a motion could be made if there were no action item. City Attorney 
Coppler stated that if they did not do this during that time, they would not.be able to do it at all. 
He explained that there was an Attorney General's opinion by David Norvell that stated that a 
City Councilor could request a11 item be placed on the agenda. He stated that his understanding 

· was that if it had not been done in the past through that process, the other process would be used. 
He stated that it would not be necessary if it were understood that a councilor could put an item 
on the agenda. Mayor Lucero stated that she respected his opinion; her only question was 
regarding the requirements of the Open Meetings Act. 

Motion seconded by Councilor Lewis. 

City Attorney Coppler stated that they could follow tl1e process where if a City Councilor 
requests an item on the agenda, it would be placed there . 

. Councilor Valdez disagreed with City Attorney Coppler and stated that he believed that the Chair 
should make the determination and it should not be in discussion. He expressed his belief that it 
was disrespectful and disunited. He stated that if they wanted to place it on the agenda, they 
should give the item to the Mayor. He stated that acting on the issue at the current time was out 
of order. City Attorney Coppler stated that he believed it was best to have a meeting of the 
minds whereby if an agenda item was requested, the City Clerk would place the item on the 
agenda. He added that, as a legal matter, he did believe that the councilor did have a right to put 
an item on the agenda. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Salazar stated that each City Council member represented a district and he 
believed it was important to bring forth the concerns of their constitnency. He stated that he had 
reached out to the City Clerk and the City Manager in the past requesting that items be placed on 
the agenda. He explained that the first item out of their mouths was that they needed to check 
with the Mayor. Mayor Pro-Tern Salazar stated that he agreed with Councilor Seeds. 
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Mayor Lucero requested that, out of respect to committee chairs, this not be used to circumvent 
the committee process. She stated that she believed that when an item was brought up, it should 

· be referred to the committee first. 

Councilor Martinez echoed the sentiments of Mayor Pro-Tero Salazar and added that it was 
difficult to go through an agenda with two (2) pages of issues, She stated that she believed the 
suggestion from Councilor Seeds was important enough for the Council to hear. 

Councilor Lewis stated that he was in full agreement with Councilor Seeds, Mayor Pro-Tern 
Salazar and Councilor Martinez. Mayor Lucero stated that out of respect, this item would be 
placed on the agenda. 

Councilor Seeds stated that he would like the item to allow the Council to restructure the meeting 
process with Regular City Council meeting every other week and no more workshops. Mayor 
Lucero asked Councilor Seeds to keep in mind that this would double the contract for KDCE. 
She added that it had been standard procedure that the Mayor approve the final agenda. 

Councilor Martinez stated that she would like to Jet the public know that Rio Arriba County had 
. held some Senior Citizen vaccination clinics and the City was working to create a vaccination 
program within the next two (2) weeks. Mayor Lucero asked Community Services Director Cata 
to publish the notice once a detem1ination was made. 

Councilor Martinez stated that she would like to recognize Administrative Assistant Julie 
Sanchez for baking apple pies for the Anti-Drug Summit Implementation Team. 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. ORDINANCE 2012-08: An Ordinance Repealing And Replacing Ordinance No 2012·03; 
Regulating And Controlling The Moving Of Any Oversize Load, House, Building Or 
Part Thereofinto, Out Of, Within Or Through The City Of Espanola. 

Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that there had been a request by a Councilmember to 
review Ordinance 2012-03. He explained that the Ordinance had been in effect since April 12, 
2011 and had been enforced. He stated that, to date, the process had brought in a little over 
$57,000 in permit fees. He stated that they had issued two (2) annual permits to moving 
companies, one of which was located in Colorado and another which resided in Rio Rancho. 
Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that this was an attempt to help the local mover to 
limit the fees. He stated that, historically, there were only a handful of municipalities allowed to 
charge for wide load permits. 

He stated that there had been an ordinance in effect since 1971 allowing this to be done because, 
in the past, movers had done some damage. He stated that the rates had not been raised very 
much since the 1970s. He stated that there were three (3) municipalities in the state that could do 
this. He explained that Roswell charged $100 per escort, Taos charged $200 per escort, and 
Angel Fire required a $2,500 Surety Bond, He stated that Espanola charged $35 per escort and 
the majority of moves required at least two (2) escorts. He stated that the annual fee would be 
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$1,200 and the mover would still be required to notify dispatch and have escorts, but would pay 
a fee for unlimited moves throughout the year. 

Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that it had been discussed at the committee level to 
reduce the annual fee to $600 as a gesture to help local movers. He stated that there were several 
movers in the audience. Planning Technician Vince Baldonado stated that the changes had been 
reflected in red under Section 4, Item C. He read the passage. 

Mayor Lucero opened tire Public Hearing at 7:05pm. 

Mr. Charles Romero stated that the Planning & Zoning staff had been helpful; however, they 
currently had a situation with escorts being delayed 1-2 hours. He stated that when entering 
town from Taos or Chama, there was no safe place to park to wait for an escort. He stated that 
the Truckers Association had a statute stating that a common carrier should not be detained for 
without reason. He stated that the City needed the manpower to back up the ordinance. He 

· stated that escorts were not required as there had never been a problem until the permits came 
into effect. He stated that he was requesting that permits be eliminated. He stated that they · 
would be willing to get pennits and notify dispatch as long as an escort was not required. Mayor 
Lucero thanked Mr. Romero for his comments. 

Mr. Ben Garcia of Ben Garcia Trucking stated that he has a problem with the ordinance as they 
are required by the State to purchase a permit. He stated that the permit authorized them to go 
through state roads. He stated that he took issue with who would assume the liability if someone 
hjt t11em. He added that there was an issue with 72 hour notice because a lot of their loads were 
rescheduled. He stated that the truckers were often not given notice and had contractors waiting 
on material. He explained that the State allowed them to go until dark and to move on Saturdays. 

Mr. Garcia noted that one of the requirements on the application called for an escort for any load 
over 80,000 lbs. He stated that the state allowed anyone with a spread axe! to haul 80,000 lbs. 
He stated that almost every truck going through Espanola would require a permit and added that 
he was unsure whether they were to follow State law or City law. He stated that there was an 
issue with communication between the trucker and the escort. He said that truckers were aware 
that it was a pain.to go through Espanola and anyone going through Canjilon or Chama tried to 
avoid Espanola. He stated that the City may get ·some revenue through the permits, but the local 
economy would suffer. 

Mr. Ed Hagerman, of Sunburst stated that he had three (3) issues to discuss. He stated that the 
fees being collected would have to be returned to the State. He added that their business hours 
were limited to four ( 4) with the short winter hours. He stated that he believed that possibly the 
curfews were to limit the hours because of rush hour and lunch. Mr. Hagerman questioned the 
need for curfews with police escorts. He stated that they used to be able to pull six ( 6) mobile 
homes per day and could now barely pull two (2) per day. He stated that he had waited 3 Yi 
hours at the Drearncatcher Theater the day before when he was pulling a double wide. He stated 
that the problems needed to be resolved. He explained that his insurance only covered the home 
if he hit something and if a drunk driver hit the home and took off, the homeowner was out of 
luck. 
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Mr. Dale Salazar stated that they have to move oversize loads on a weekly basis and it affected 
their business if it were two (2) or three (3) times per week. He explained that because they live 
in the area, they were forced to go through town. He stated that they already paid $250 per year 
and this ordinance would add an additional $600. He added that trucks coming from Colorado 
with hay automatically violated the ordinance. He stated that another issue they had was the fact 
that there was no signage coming into town informing drivers that someone needed to be called 
regarding a police escort. Mr. Salazar continued that another issue was that they paid quarterly 
taxes, whether loaded or empty, on state roads. He requested that the council look closer at the 
issue. 

Mr. Butch Lornanda stated that he had gotten a ticket for an oversize load. He asked if it was a 
$600 fee per truck or per company. He explained that state permits did not cite a curfew for the 
lunch hour. He added that he had b.een waiting until November 61

h to go before the Municipal 
Court and had moved an oversize load from Transit Mix and waited one (1) hour because the 
public safety aide was escorting a funeral. Mr. Lomanda continued that there was no 
communication with escorts. He stated that it was disheartening to find out about the ordinance 
with a ticket instead of being given a warning. 

Mr. Salazar from Jake Salazar Trucking stated that he was a trash hauler for NCSW A and this 
ordinance made his equipment illegal. He stated that he did not know whether he would be 
cited. 

Mayor Lucero closed the public hearing at 7:23pm. 

Councilor Seeds stated that the same concerns had been brought to his attention three (3) months 
prior and he felt it was unfair and needed reconsideration. He stated that he had never supported 
it to begin wjth and he would have hoped that before the measure were passed, interested parties 
would have been invited. Councilor Seeds stated that he would like City Attorney Coppler to 
advise them regarding whether this ordinance could be suspended. City Attorney Frank Coppler 
stated that there was no legal way to suspend an ordinance without passing another ordinance. 
He stated that they could ask the City Manager to speak with the Police Department regarding an 
understanding approach while the issue was being reconsidered. 

Mayor Lucero asked City Attorney Coppler if the measure could just be repealed as it had been 
published that there would be a consideration ofrepea!ing and replacing. City Attorney Coppler 
replied in the negative. 

Councilor Valdez stated that he was in favor of the ordinance and asked everyone to consider 
that all cities enacted ordinances in their communities to make it work. He stated that he felt the 
changes should be passed and each truck should probably change the way they passed through. 
He added that the City should have the right to say how people would pass through town. 

· Councilor Martinez disagreed. She stated that everyone that had spoken was self-employed. She 
stated that she thought it was important to recognize what was brought to the community as they 
were the real taxpayers. She expressed her belief that the most critical issue was an unacceptable 
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wait time. She explained that time was money for self-employed individuals and it could mean 
that a business was successful or not. She stated that she would hope that the council would see 
fit to allow these people to do the business that they do. Councilor Martinez added that she was 
concerned that by following state law, escorts were state mandated. She questioned what good it 
was for an officer to escort a trucker if he had no communication with the trucker. She 
suggested the officer having a wallde talkie. Councilor Martinez stated that, concerning the 
comments of Mr. Salazar, the functions ofNCSWA were crucial to the environment and 
community. 

Councilor Radosevich stated that he would like to make a motion to repeal the ordinance and 
replace it with an ordinance that followed state law already in place; He stated that the City did 
not have the manpower on the police force. He added that he had previously driven heavy 
equipment and never needed a police escort. 

Councilor Seeds asked City Attorney Coppler if that was permissible. City Attorney Coppler 
stated that he believed that was not the proper way to accomplish the goal. He suggested that it 
would accomplish the same thing if there were a motion asking the City Manager to refer it to 
the committee and during the interim suspend the enforcement of the ordinance. 

Motion by Councilor Radosevich requesting that the matter be referred to the committee and 
requesting that the City Manager suspend the enforcement of the ordinance in the interim; 
seconded by Councilor Seeds. 

Mayor Lucero asked Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo if November was enough time to 
complete the entire review. Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo replied in the affirmative. 

Councilor Lujan stated that she felt the issue needed to be revisited and did not wish to put the 
truckers in attendance out of business. 

Councilor Valdez stated that they should still have discussion regardiug the ordinance. He added 
that he did not believe the ordinance had a problem, rather the police were not escorting 
properly. He continued that the ordinance had everything in place, but the major issue was time. 
Councilor Valdez stated that he had attended a Public Safety Committee meeting where the 
officers reported that there were only three (3) people on shift. Councilor Valdez thanked the 
staff for their efforts. 

Councilor Radosevich stated that he believed that when they had the police presence and force 
necessary, they could revisit this. He stated that the police were not properly escorting because 
there were not enough police. 

Mr. Salazar said there was a concern about the safety and the fees which were charged He 
stated that it was more than double the State fee and asked what made Espanola more special 
than the State. 
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Mr. Charles Romero expressed his belief that the ordinance was not right. Interim City Manager 
Duran explained that a mobile home over 16 ft tall had been transported and caused damage to a 
traffic light. Mr. Romero suggested a special permit for anything over 16ft high. 

Councilor Seeds stated that there were exemptions for NMDOT and County vehicles and it did 
not seem fair. He requested that staff notify the truckers by mail. 

Councilor Martinez asked what other committees would hear the issue. Mayor Lucero stated 
that the Planning & Zoning Department would rev1ew the changes and bring them to the Public 
Safety Committee. 

Councilor Lewis recommended that the ordinance go to the Public Safety Committee but would 
like to take the Public Safety Department out of the ordinance. 

Councilor Martinez stated that it would go through corruniitee in the meantime. Interim City 
Manager Duran stated that he had done a lot of trucking previously and understood their 
difficulty with the wait as time was money. He assured the council that everyone who had 
requested permits would be contacted and the measure would be published. 

Mayor Lucero stated that safety issues stuck out for her. She added that she knew they were on 
time schedules and thanked everyone for bringing their concems to the attention of the council. 
She noted the comment of Mr. Salazar who stated that a lot of trucks were going through 550 
and that explained the drop in gas revenue. Mayor Lucero stated that she wanted Espanola to be 
a business friendly community. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mayor Pro-Tem: 
Councilors: 

Dennis Tim Salazar 
Robert Seeds 
Pedro Valdez 
Peggy Sue Martinez 
Cecilia Lujan 
Cory Lewis 
Eric Radosevich 
Elaine Herrera 

In Favor 
In Favor 
Against 

·In Favor 
Against 
In Favor 
In Favor 
In Favor 

Motion carried 7-1, with Councilor Valdez voting in the negative. 

The meeting was recessed at 7:50pm. 

The meeting was called back to order at 8:00pm. 

I. MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR 

2. Recognition of the Downtown Action Team 
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Mayor Lucero stated that Councilor Martinez had suggested recognizing the Downtown Action 
Team. She stated that their hard work was much appreciated. She stated that Ms. Lillian 
Martinez and Ms. Christine Bustos were in attendance. She added that Com1cilor Valdez was an 
active member of the Downtown Action Team. 

Councilor Martinez read the Certificate of Appreciation.· 

Ms. Olivia Martinez stated that Eric Quintana bad been unable to attend. She stated that she 
would like the Comicil to recognize that there were some volunteers in the community. She 
added that they had been working with the Beautification Committee. 

Mayor Lucero requested that Item# 13 be discussed right away. 

Co-Sponsorship of Electric Light Parade on December 8, 2012 

Ms. Bustos stated that 2012 would be the 16th year of the Electric Light Parade. She stated that 
there would be events on the Plaza. She stated that they were requesting the City's co
sponsorship which would help with police protection and liability insurance. She added that they 
were planning to have the parade on December gth and the theme would be North Pole Fantasy. 

Motion by Councilor Seeds to approve co-sponsorship of 1 ffh Annual Electric Light Parade; 
seconded by Councilor Lujan. 

Councilor Seeds stated that he would hope 1hat the Governing Body could come together and 
create a City of Espanola float. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

Ms. Bustos excitement regarding the participation and announced that fonns would be ready at 
the front desk. 

3. Recognition of Mary Ann Romero 

Mayor Lucero stated the recognition of Mary Ann Romero was at the request of Councilor 
Martinez. 

Councilor Martinez read the Certificate of Recognition. 

4. Appointment of Regional Coalition ofLANL Communities Board Alternate 

Mayor Lucero stated that she belonged to Regional Coalition ofLANL Communities Board . 
. She reported that they had hired the MBM Group to be the Executive Director. She stated that 
they were currently formulating policies and had requested that each entity name an alternate. 
Mayor Lucero appointed Councilor Herrera. 
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Motion by Councilor Seeds to ratifjl the appointment of Councilor Herrera as Regional 
Coalition ofLANL Communities BoardAltenzate; seconded by Councilor Martinez. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

Softball Field Layout Discussion 

Mayor Lucero thanked Mr. Brandstetter for his generosity as he offered to do the surveying and 
utility locates and saved the City of Espanola $3,000. She stated that it was a contribution to the 
community. 

Councilor Radosevich commented that he was happy that the project was getting done. 

Mr. Brandstetter stated that there were two (2) concepts for the ball fields. Councilor 
Radosevich stated that the option with the diamonds next to each other would allow for growth. 
Councilor Seeds agreed with Councilor Radosevich and stated that he thought this would help to 
reinforce the need for the facility. He added that the option would allow bleachers for people to 
see both fields and leave room fort-ball or little league fields. 

Community Services Director Cata stated that he had been asked to come up with a design west 
of the Carlos Vigil Middle School and adjacent to what they were developing now. He stated 
that the dimensions would be identical on both fields. He stated that he has asked Mr. 
Brandstetter to provide him with two (2) layouts. He stated that they would turn the existing 
concession stand into storage. 

Councilor Martinez asked where the football field would be. Community Services Director Cata 
illustrated on the projected image. He continued with Option 2 and stated that the home plates 
were more spread out. Be explained that the option would reuse the concession stand as a 
concession stand. 

Councilor Seeds clarified that they needed to make sure that the two back stops would be 
towards the big arroyo and that enough dirt work was completed so that the public could drive 
safely and have a safe walking path. 

Councilor Radosevich stated that backfilling the arroyo would give the City a lot more property 
and would not interfere with boundaries from Santa Clara. 

Mr. Brandstetter stated that the arroyo was about 40 ft. Councilor Radosevich questioned how 
much property would be freed up if the arroyo were filled. Community Services Director Cata 
stated that it would be a lot. Mr. Brandstetter added that the process of filling the arroyo would 
be costly. 

Councilor Seeds asked when the groundbreaking would be. Community Services Director Cata 
stated that he was hoping for a completion timeframe before winter set in. Councilor Seeds 
requested a cost estimate. 
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Community Services Director Cata cited the last page of the packet material. He stated that Mr. 
Brandstetter was only asking for the survery cost and it totaled $500. He stated that they were 
going to have the dirt work and grating done through the Streets Department. He stated that the 
largest cost would be the rental of heavy equipment. 

Councilor Seeds exited at 8:Z4pm. 

Public Works Director Martinez stated that in order for them to move the soil, they would need 
to rent a 25 yard scraper as their equipment would be too small to handle the job. 

Councilor Seeds re-entered at 8:25pm. 

Public Works Director Martinez stated that it would cost $40,000. Mayor Lucero stated that the 
handout gave a cost estimate of $35,000. Community Services Director Cata stated that $3 5,000 
was just his estimate. Councilor Martinez asked Public Works Director Martinez how much dirt 
would be moved. Mr. Brandstetter stated that they would be filling a small area, about 3-4 feet 
deep. Councilor Radosevich clarified that the remaining dirt would be used to backfill. 

Councilor Martinez asked if we had the equipment. Public Works Director Martinez stated that, 
in order to meet the deadline, they would need larger equipment. 

Councilor Lewis recommended that Mr. Cook be conununicated with. Public Works Director 
Martinez stated that one of the price quotes was from Mr. Richard Cook. Councilor Lewis stated 
that he should be approached and asked if there was anything he was willing to do to help the 
city. 

Councilor Radosevich stated that he had a good relationship with Mr. Cook. Councilor Lewis 
commented that it sounded like a lot of money for a rental. Public Works Director Martinez 
stated that if Councilor Radosevich could get the equipment, it would save the City 
approximately $20,000. 

Councilor Seeds asked Community Services Director Cata if he had gotten quotes for sod. 
Community Services Director Cata replied that they had group four (4) components together
design and installation of sprinkler, top soil, ph testing of soil, and sod installation. He stated 
that he had received 2 of 5 of the requested quotes. He stated that the cheapest was $205, 000 
and the other was in the $250,000 range. Councilor Seeds asked if that was the maximum 
amount that would be spent. Community Services Director Cata stated that the bottom of the 
handout cited additional expenses, such as: lights, a new/renovation concession, playground and 
a walking track. 

Councilor Martinez asked that they hold back on the walking track as the football field adjacent 
would include a track. She stated that there was no need to double dip on the taxpayer's money. 
She stated that she would like to review the possibility of getting shade for the bleachers. 

Community Services Director Cata stated that he hoped to use grant money for the walking 
track. 
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ColUlcilor Radosevich stated that he would prefer to have a new concession stand as the old 
would cost more to renovate than it would to build a new one. Councilor Martinez requested that 
Community Services Director Cata look at the possibility of funding new equipment for the 
concession stand so there would be no need for roasters, etc. 

ColUlcilor Radosevich stated that other venues leased their fields out to small businesses that are 
willing to serve that way we give another small business opportunity to generate some revenue. 
He cited Los Alamos, Taos and Santa Fe as examples. Community Services Director Cata stated 
that some vendors would donate freezers if they had their logo. 

Councilor Seeds asked Community Services Director Cata where the prices for lights were. 
Community Services Director Cata stated that he did not yet have that, but would look into it. 

Motion by Seeds to approve Option 2 which included back to back home plates and to approve 
the expenditure with the understanding that the Governing Body would receive a minimum of 
three (3) quotes for all expenditures; seconded by Councilor Radosevich. 

Mayor Lucero thanked Mr. Brandstetter for his work. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

J. BUSINESS WlTJl VISITORS 

K. REPORTS 

5. Council Committees (Public Safety, Public Works, Community Services, Finance) 

Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar stated that the Public Safety Committee would meet the following 
Monday at City Hall. 

Councilor Lujan stated that the Public Works Committee would be held Tuesday at 6pm. 

Councilor Seeds commented that the Community Services committee had worked hard on 
getting the softball fields accomplished. 

Collllcilor Radosevich thanked everyone for working with them. Mayor Lucero stated that she 
was excited about the project as were many members of the public. 

6. Council Appointed Liaison (NCSWA, NCRTD, E91 l, Hands Across Cultures, 
Fiesta Council, Beautification Committee, Veteran's Commission, Regional Coalition 
ofLANL Communities, Redi-Net) 

Co1Ulcilor Valdez stated that he had no report. Councilor Lewis asked if the City was current as 
far as billing. Interim City Manager replied in the affirmative. 
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Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar stated that Councilor Martinez had attended tlie previous NCRTD 
meeting. Councilor Martinez stated that the Board had discussed methods for funding 
infrastructure. She thanked the previous board for having the insight to place the building in the 
City ofEspauola. 

Mayor Lucero stated that Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar had resigned from the E-911 Board. She 
stated that there was already an alternate board member in place. Councilor Lewis asked if 
Mayor Lucero would be appointing a councilmember. 

Councilor Seeds asked Councilor Valdez about rumors the NCSWA would be cutting services to 
residents in half. Councilor Valdez stated that there were many discussions in place, .. but nothing 
had been decided. Councilor Seeds asked Councilor Valdez to feverishly fight for the residents 
of the City. 

Councilor Martinez reiterated the sentiments of Councilor Seeds. She stated that it was 
important to bring any changes to the council before voting. 

Interim City Manager Duran stated that it would not be so much a cut in services, but a reduction 
in the cards used for dumping due to rising costs. Councilor Seeds asked Interim City Manager 
Duran to pass it on, that Councilor Seeds would rathei· trash be put at the appropriate place. 

Counci.lor Martinez stated that the next Clean-Up Day would take place on October 13th. 

Councilor Lewis stated that he had nothing to report regarding Hands Across Cultures. 

Mayor Lucero stated that there was no report on the Fiesta Council but there would be items for 
discussion at the next meeting. 

Councilor Martinez stated that the Beautification Committee's cement planters would be 
completed shortly. 

Interim City Manager Duran stated that the Veterans Wall Commission had been having regular 
meetings aud were working on new names and on the walls that were cracked. He stated that 
they would be proposing by~laws for the Council's approval. 

Councilor Martinez stated that she had spoken with Grants Administrator Diahann Jacquez about 
a Home Depot Community Grant that would require volunteerism. 

· Mayor Lucero stated that the Veteran's Wall Commission had experienced some problems with 
the cannon. She stated that she did not know whether the state would be willing to release it 
She added that they had encountered a drainage issue they would like to fix to prevent damage to 
the wall. 

Mayor Lucero stated that the LANL Regional Communities Coalition would be getting some 
new members from Ohkay Owingeh. She reported that they had just signed their JP A. She 
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added that Eight Northern Pueblos and San Ildefonso Pueblo were considering becoming 
members. Mayor Lucero explained that they would be taking a tour of WIPP in the next few 
months. She announced that the coalition had gotten $100,000 from the Department of Energy 
to operate. 

Interim City Manager Duran stated that he had signed a contract with Redi-Net allowing the City 
of Espanola to test the system for free. He explained that it appeared to be really speedy, 
although there were some areas that had to be addressed. 

E-911 Narrow Band FCC Compliance Change Funding 

Councilor Seeds requested that E-911 Narrow Band Compliance Change Funding be considered 
as E-911 Director Griego needed to leave. E-911 Director Griego explained that the 911 lines 
were down. 

Councilor Lewis exited at 8:54pm. 

E-911 Director Griego stated that narrow band compliance was an unfunded mandate from the 
Federal Government. She explained that a company wonld reprogram their repeaters and make 
them compliant with FCC mandates. She reported that the cost would be $6,500. E-911 
Director Griego reported that the JP A that the City signed in 2008 had a formula to split the costs 
which stated that the City of Espanola would pay 43.5% for a total cost of $2,800. 

Motion by Councilor Valdez to approve the E-911 Narrow Band FCC Compliance Change 
Funding; seconded by Councilor Martinez. 

. Motion carried 7-0. 

7. City Manager, including Finance Report and Staff Reports 

ASD Sandoval began by citing page 1 of 6 of her report. She explained that it was a recap of the 
General Fund. She stated that she reported on actual receipts and actual expenditures and it does 
not reflect budget activity yet. She stated that revenues had exceeded expenditures by $209,385. 
She stated that the Wastewater fund had $141,233 net revenues over expenditures. 

ASD Sandoval stated that Page 2 of 6 showed a monthly comparison from August of the 
previous year. She stated that revenues were up and the City was receiving what was planned. 
She explained that projections were slightly behind in the Water and Wastewater, but those 

. accounts would recuperate because there would be an increase that would reflect a variance in a 
positive direction. \ 

ASD Sandoval continued with Page 3 of 6 of her report. She stated that in comparison to the 
previous year, general expenditures were higher than they were in the same months. She 
explained that the City had remained in a positive situation all through the previous year and that 
the City needed to stay in the same positive position. 
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ASD Sandoval stated that she was projecting the year ending with increased GRT by 11 %. She 
explained that was a good indicator and she expressed her hope that it would continue. ASD 
Sandoval continued that revenues by source were similar to prior months. She stated that there 
had been a settlement with Molzen & Corbin which had hit the Attorney Fees line item. She 
added that this had increased administrative costs. She stated that there had also been a couple of 
large quarterly payments to Daniels Insurance. 

Mayor Lucero asked if the settlement fee should have come out of the enterprise funds because 
nonnally the costs would have. ASD Sandoval stated that it could; however, it was not budgeted 
out of the utility fund. She suggested a transfer from the enterprise fund to the General Fund 
Attorney Fees line item because that was where it was budgeted. Mayor Lucero asked ASD 
Sandoval to look into it because the money for the project would have been paid from utilities. 
City Attorney Coppler agreed with Mayor Lucero and stated that this was due to contract 
obligations. Public Works Director Ma1tinez added that the funding had been owed from the 314 
GRT fund. 

Councilor Martinez asked what percentage of the General Fund was used for Public Safety. 
ASD Sandoval replied that it was 27%. 

Interim City Manager Duran thanked Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo and Planning 
Technician Vince Baldonado for working with the Ordinance on the Wide load permits. HE 
stated that they would be putting a lot of time in on the project. He stated that 140 yards of 
graffiti had been painted. Councilor Martinez asked if anyone had been prosecuted for graffiti. 
Interim City Manager Duran stated that the ordinance did not have any teeth in it. He stated that 
a revision would begin in the Planning Department and then go to Public Safety. Councilor 
Lewis asked Chief Branch if anyone had been prosecuted for graffiti. Chief Branch replied that 
one person had been prosecuted. Councilor Radosevich asked if the parents of the children could 
be held accolin.table. Chief Branch replied that the issue would go to juvenile court. 

·councilor Seeds requested that the issue.be placed on the next Public Safety Committee meeting 
agenda. He stated that the issue needed to be dealt with. 

Councilor Martinez asked if staff could be more specific regarding provisions that needed to be 
added to the ordinance. She stated that the Corlett area needed attention. City Attorney Coppler 
commented that he remembered reviewing the ordinance and it did have teeth. Chief Branch 
stated that the problem was that most people doing graffiti were juveniles so the issue fell under 
the Juvenile Justice code. That code requires that the individual be caught in the act of 
committing the crime. City Attorney Coppler stated that the question would become whether or 
not the ordinance could be amended to remove the young offenders from children's court. He 
suggested that the provision requiring being caught in the act be removed. He cautioned that 
this would depend upon circumstantial evidence. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Salazar stated that Public Works Director Martinez and his staff could attest to 
the fact that many stop signs were being altered and he believed it counted as graffiti. 
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City Attorney Coppler stated that at the time the ordinance was adopted, there had been 
discussion about having staff or a contractor available to report and paint over graffiti. He stated 
that studies had shown that painting over graffiti immediately deterred graffiti artists. Mayor 
Lucero stated that staff normally painted over it the same day. 

Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that a large issue with graffiti was Corlett Road He 
agreed that there were teeth in the ordinance. He explained that the ordinance stated that if 
graffiti were allowed to take place by the owner, the City could do nothing. He stated that they 
had looked into the possibility of requiring that every time a change was made to building, it 
require an approval process. Councilor Martinez stated that she did not believe in telling people 
what to do with their own propeities. She expressed concern that the building was in direct view 
and disgusting things were often written on the wall. She suggested enforcing the abandoned 
building ordinance in response to the issue. 

City Attorney Coppler stated that they had had that debate and there were those that agreed with 
Councilor Martinez regarding setting standards about how people could paint their buildings. He 
stated that others had expressed the point of view that painting was freedom of speech. City 
Attorney Coppler stated that he recognized the difficulty of writing standards into an ordinance 
that distinguished graffiti from works of art. 

Councilor Martinez asked Interim City Manager if there was a fee for anyone to put a sign up 
and asked why the people at 01' Mel Patch were not required to put up a sign. Planning & 
Zoning Director Naranjo stated the graffiti would not be considered signage because it was not 
an advertisement. He added that they had approached the landowner who had explained that he 
was giving the community the opportunity to do this. 

Interim City Manager Duran commended the Police Department on issuing 301 citations during 
the month of August. Councilor Martinez requested an explanation regarding the decrease in 
DWis. 

Interim City Manager Duran stated that there had been personnel issues at the Senior Center but 
they were online. He stated that they were advertising for a Head Cook. He stated there were 
Police Department and Fire Department applicants. He stated that there was one (1) out on 
FMLA and there was temp help to cover. 

Mayor asked to move items up. 

Resolution 2012-10: RDC Initiatives 

Ms. Kathy Keith stated that the State Economic Development Department would be looking for 
companies interested in relocating. This resolution would allow RDC to respond to those 
opportunities on behalf of the City of Espanola. She stated that they would be asking Rio Arriba 
County for the same support so they could respond to these requests jointly. 

Motion by Councilor Seeds to approve Resolution 2012-10,· seconded by Councilor Martinez. 
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Councilor Valdez asked if there was a way to get the $800,000 needed for pods on Industrial 
Park Road. He stated that since the City had properties, the businesses could build, Ms. Keith 
replied that those dollars were set aside for very specific programs that knock on doors of 

. businesses for relocating. She suggested requesting Capital Outlay dollars for that purpose. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

Approval of Emergency Work on Coronad'O Lane 

Public Works Director Martinez stated that he had a two part request He stated that the first 
portion was declaring it en emergency to repair the wastewater line on North Coronado lane. He 
stated that this was due to health and safety and the City already had sorrie liability. He added 
that he was requesting the project be awarded to RMCI in the amount of $647,448. He explained 
that this would come from the operation and maintenance fund in the Wastewater Department. 

He stated that the second portion of his request would be to allow a change order to replace the 
water lines from Bond Street to the end of South Coronado up to Narnbe Street. He stated that 
the dollar amount was $422,683.15 and would come from Water operations budget Mayor 
Lucero asked if Water Trust Board money would be used. Public Works Director Martinez 
stated that $78, 024 weuld come from the Water Trust Board. 

Mayor Lucero asked ifthe money would be reimbursable from EPA. Public Works Director 
Martinez replied that they had several teleconferences with them and in order to be eligible, they 
would have to wait six (6) months. He stated that the problem was that the City did not have the 
time or luxury to wait that long. Mayor Lucero asked what this project would do to the operation 
and main budget. Public Works Director Martinez stated that this would be over and above. 
ASD Sandoval agreed. 

Mayor Pro-Tero Salazar asked if both portions were considered emergencies. Public Works 
Director Martinez answered that the first part would be an emergency. He stated that second part 
would be a change order to use the water trust board money because it had to be used by 
December S'h. 

· Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar asked if this constituted an emergency. Public Works Director Martinez 
stated that the sanitary sewer and water lines were included in the project and were under 
contract with RMCI in a different geographical location. City Attorney Coppler stated that since 
the work was a part of the original scope of the project, a change order could be done which 
followed the original provisions. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar stated that, based on the information, he felt this was a pressing issue. 
He asked PubliC Works Director Ma1tinez if he could inform them of the repercussions the city 
would face if the measure were not approved. Public Works Director Martinez stated that the 
wastewater line on North Coronado Avenue had collapsed. He stated that the line broke the 
camera during the last attempt to run it though the line. He added that the solids were sinking 
behind and the City was going to have to push the solids through. 
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City Attorney Coppler stated that the State Procurement Code required that a Department Head 
draft a memo setting forth the details and factual background in order for a project to be declared 
an emergency. 

Councilor Seeds exited at 9:4lpm. 

Councilor Martinez asked for clarification regarding the location of the project. Public Works 
Director Martinez replied that it would be at the intersection ofN01th Coronado and Sierra Vista. 
Councilor Martinez stated that she felt it was important because the Espanola Elementary was 
directly attached to the line. She clarified that the line did not affect her street or her home. 
Public Works Director Martinez confirmed her statement. 

Public Works Director Martinez stated that the process had been followed and offered to provide 
copies. Mayor Lucero asked Public Works Director Martinez to make the documentation 
available. 

Councilor Seeds re-entered at 9:43pm. 

Motion by Councilor Radosevich to approve the Declaration of Emergency for the Wastewater 
line on North Coronado Lane and approve change order for the lines in the same area as 
specified by Public Works Director Martinez; seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar. 

Mayor Pro-Tern Salazar asked Public Works Director Martinez how many residents this would 
affect. Public Works Director Martinez replied that there would be an estimated 85 households 
affected as well as the school. Councilor Radosevich asked how many students attended the 
Elementary. Councilor Martinez replied that there were approximately 450. 

Motion carried 8-0, Councilor Valdez abstained from voting; therefore the vote went with the 
majority. 

Resolution 2012-11: Infrastructure Capital Improvement Plan (ICIP) 

Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that the ICIP Plan had been discussed at the last 
meeting. He stated that the Council had requested that a few projects be added to the list. He 
stated that they added a Regional Detention Center. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar exited at 9:52pm. 

He stated that they had also added a water purification system and a Firehouse. 

Councilor Radosevich exited at 9:52pm. 

Daniel Roybal from the Library Board thanked the City for the commitment to the new Library. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar re-entered at 9:53pm. 
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. , Mr. Roybal stated that he would like to address the library project. He explained that 
instructions for the ICIJ> stated that any project that had received funding and would require. 
additional funding must be a priority. He stated that he had spoken with Brandi Pacheco ofDFA 
who told him that the library would have to be the first priority on the list. He added that state 
statute mandated that a correctional facility was the responsibility of county. He explained that 
the New Mexico Association of Counties was making attempts to move toward regional 
facilities, 

Mr. Roybal continued that cities of a similar size, like Santa Fe, did not have jails. He stated that · 
the City of Las Vegas did not either. He stated that it would not appropriate for the City to have 
a jail because it was the responsibility of the County. 

City Attorney Coppler specified that there was a statute that required the County be responsible 
for the bill, but the Municipal Government would have to pay for use of the facility, 

Mr. Roybal stated that municipalities had gone out of business because they were attempting to 
fund these facilities. 

Councilor Seeds stated that he was one of the council members that had supported placing the 
regional jail as the first priority, but because of the new infonnation, he would be willing to 
support putting the library as the first priority for one more year. He stated that he would not be 
willing to support the measure the next year if the City did not receive the ftmding. 

Councilor Martinez stated that the Libraryffechono!ogy Center was paitially funded and 
suggested removal from the list so the City could remain in compliance. 

Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that once a project was on the list, it could no longer 
be removed. He stated that projects could only be placed in a different status with a disclaimer. 
He explained that some of the projects had been on the list since the 1990s. 

Councilor Martinez stated that the North Prince Drive sewer project being on the list had not 
helped anyone yet. She stated that she loved libraries more than anything but she believed the 
community was in need of a detention facility. 

Councilor Valdez stated that he would be going by the first list and vote against any changes.· 

Councilor Seeds asked City Attorney Coppler if the Council had the right to move the priority, 
Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that as long as it is one of the top 5 priorities, the 
City could receive funding. Councilor Seeds asked if the library could still get funding if it were 
second. Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo replied in the affirmative. 

Councilor Seeds stated that he would stand with the council decision as the City spent $500,000 
per year transporting prisoners. 
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Public Works Director Martinez asked Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo ii the ICIP Plan 
included the project that had just been approved. Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo replied in 
the negative. 

Councilor Martinez stated that she would have hoped to get this done sooner and she thought it 
was important for the council to think about the criteria that was set up to gauge the projects in 
the best interest of the co nun unity by thinking of safety and how many people were affected. 
She stated that safety and well being was the issue. She expressed her belief that the Regional 
Jail was the most important issue and the largest number of people would be affected. She stated 
that it would affect anyone within city limits or anyone that came in fur commerce. 

Mr. Roybal reiterated that the project with current funding had to be the first priority, otherwise 
all other funding would be jeopardized. He suggested that the council contact Brandi Pacheco 
with DFA. 

Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo stated that he did have the instructions, but did not catch 
that requirement. 

Mr. Roybal stated that his family ran the oldest bonding company in the region and worked with 
Rio Arriba, Santa Fe, and San Miguel counties. He stated that making the decision to place the 
Regional Detention Facility would be a step backward and would come from the City's coffers. 
He stated that the Council was seeking funding for something that the county was required to 
provide. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar stated that he was confused and would like to have some solid grounds 
prior to making a decision. Mr. Roybal suggested that he contact Brandi Pacheco. 

Councilor Lewis agreed with Mayor Pro-Tem Salazar and asked ii the issue could be tabled for a 
special meeting. He stated that he trusted Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo's expertise. 
Planning & Zoning Director Naranjo asked if, for the sake of argument, they could come to an 
agreement that if it were indeed the case that the rules required funded projects be prioritized 
first, the Regional Detention Facility would go to second priority. 

Councilor Seeds stated that the administration was used to rushing issues like this. He stated that 
there was a new Governing Body and asked Mr. Roybal to respect this. He stated that they had 
not been informed of the requirements tmtil the last hour. He explained that the Council had a 
lengthy discussion on the issue two weeks prior. He stated that the City was also mandated to 
keep a jail facility to support law enforcement and could no longer depend on the county. Mayor 
Lucero stated that she understood that by state law, it was the responsibility for the cotmty to 
supply the facility. 

Mayor Lucero stated that she believed that it would behoove the Governing Body to invest in 
education and provide adequate facilities for youth that enhance the public schools. She stated 
that the City library was the only one in the region and it served Rio Arriba County, Pojoaque, 
Taos, Penasco, and even Los Alamos. She stated that she believed it was important to try and 
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avoid the youth going to jail. She stated that the more the City allowed for growth, the more the 
youth would be kept out of jail. 

Councilor Radosevich stated that he would rathel' see J 0 libraries than 1 jail. He stated that if a 
better library were built, kids may not end up in jail. He asked why the Council would risk 
losing all funding just to put the library second and the jail first. He stated that if done conectly, 
the City could get funding for both projects. 

Mr. Roybal stated that they had shown their commitment to project by getting $300,000. He 
stated that the Governor had come to the City of Espanola for the second year in a row. He 
added that they had been able to get a letter of support from John Barela, Cabinet Secretary. He 
continued that communities the size of Espanola with libraries had the ability to increase their 
coffers. Mr. Roybal mentioned Rio Rancho and Farmington as two communities that had 
demonstrated this fact by developing a library. He stated that he had confidence that they would 
secure the additional funding. He stated that he was not discouraging the Council from trying to 
develop a jail; he was just stating that, as a businessman, it was not the trend. Mayor Lucero 
cautioned the Council, that they still had a lot of work for the jail such as identifying property 
and estimating costs. She stated that the details for the library were ready. 

Councilor Seeds asked why the City had not considered partnering with the College on a library. 
Mr. Roybal stated that it was because it was a technical library and not for residents. He stated 
that they had gone down this path because a technical library could not be utilized for children of 
school age. 

Councilor Lujan and Councilor Radosevich exited 10:24pm. 

Mr. Roybal stated that he had worked toward that path and had even met with the President of 
the College. He stated that the College was not interested in building a Municipal Library or 
providing textbooks for youth. 

Councilor Radosevich re-entered at 10:24pm. 

Mr. Roybal stated that Espanola had more library cardholders than residents. 

Councilor Lujan re-entered at 10:25pm. 

Councilor Seeds asked if there were any problems with the Hunter Property. Mayor Lucero 
stated that there are some things that had come to light and they would inform the Council as 
soon as they had more information. 

Meeting was recessed at 10:26pm. 

Meeting was called back to order at J0:30pm. 
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Councilor Martinez stated that her only concern was the risk of losing all funding. She stated 
that, in the light of the news that Mr. Roybal presented, she would agree to move the library to 
the first priority. 

Motion by Councilor Martinez to accept the ICIP Plan with the library as the first priority and 
the jail as the second priority and to approve Resolution 2012-12 by Councilor Martinez; 
seconded by Councilor Seeds. 

Councilor Martinez stated that she would like to revisit the issue if funding did not materialize. 

Councilor Valdez stated that he would vote against the motion because of the Water Purification 
System and the Detention Center. 

Motion carried 7-1, with Councilor Valdez voting in negative . 

. CONSENT AGENDA 

Minutes 
a. July 17, 2012 Finance Board Meeting Minutes 
b. July 23, 2012 Finance Board Meeting Minutes 
c. July 26, 2012 City Council Meeting Minutes 
d. August 14, 2012 Finance Board Meeting Minutes 
e. August 20, 2012 City Council Meeting Minutes 
f. September 7, 2012 Special City Council Meeting Minutes 

City Clerk Mascarenas stated that she had been approached by Coimcilors regarding some 
.changes they would like made to the minutes. In addition, due to the large amount of reading, 
she would like to request the issue be tabled in an effort to give everyone the opportunity to 
review the minutes. 

Motion by Councilor Seeds to table the minutes until the next Council meeting; seconded by 
Councilor Radosevich. 

Consideration of Legal Fee Payment for Judge Stephen Salazar before NM State Judicial. 
Standards Commission 

City Attorney Coppler stated that the Governing Body had agreed that they ~eded to send items 
to committee first. He explained that Dan Cron had called him and requested that the Governing 
Body consider the issue ofreimbursement of Judge Salazar for the current charges brought by 
the Rio Grande Sun complaint to the Judicial Standards Commission which include the 
disposition of a plea agreement and timesheet issues. He stated that he recommended sending 

· the item to the Finance Committee. He added that he would recommend approval because this 
issued differed from the case.involving the motorcycle. He explained that these issues had to do 
with his conduct as a judge. 
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Motion by Councilor Valdez to send the Consideration of Legal Fee Payment/or Judge 
Salazar before NM State Judicial Standards Commission; seconded by Councilor Lujan. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

L. EXECUTlVE SESSION 
Pursuant to New Mexico Open Meetings Act Section 10-15-1 (H) Subsection (2) limited 
personnel matters; (5) discussion of bargaining strategy preliminary to collective 
bargaining negotiations; (7) attorney-client privilege pertaining to threatening or pending 
litigation in which the public is or may become a participant; (8) discussion of the 
purchase, acquisition or disposal of real property or water rights by the public body. 

There was no need to enter into Executive Session. 

M. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

N. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Martinez to adjourn; seconded by Councilor Radosevich. 

The meeting was ad,joumed at 10:37pm. 

Minutes taken and transcribed by Tessa Jo Mascarenas, Ciiy Clerk. 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS , 2013. 
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